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Anti-Violence Ventures 
(AVV) innovative anti-violence social
intervention project focuses on the intrinsic
links between three types of violence among
Black couples, families & in Black
neighborhoods – domestic, family and
community violence. 

AVV intends to break the cycle of violence in
the Black community through a series of
community conversations that engage Black
men and boys. It is assumed that Black men
and boys are not always comfortable talking
about violence or violence prevention, but we
believe proper engagement in transformative
dialogue and action around violence allows us
to “take the lead.”

The purpose of Anti-Violence Ventures social intervention project is:
To get Black men and boys to talk about various forms of violence prevention
To learn from Black men and boys when they talk about and engage in violence prevention
in their lives, homes and communities.
Determine what solutions and changes can occur when Black men and boys talk about
violence prevention, collaborate, and engage in activities about the problem.

This guide provides a guideline on discussions related to domestic violence, community violence
and family violence. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Have an understanding of three forms of violence; domestic violence, community violence,
and family violence.

2. Gain comfortability discussing violence prevention methods in their lives, homes and
communities.

3. Increase awareness and acknowledgment of the experience and impact of domestic, family,
and community violence on Black men and boys.

4. Curate safe and affirming spaces for Black men and boys to work towards healing violence
and trauma.
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DEFINING FORMS OF VIOLENCE

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER FOR CONVERSATION

Intentional acts committed in public areas by individuals who are not intimately related to the
victim. 
Research indicates that youth and young adults (ages 10-34), particularly those in communities of
color, are disproportionately impacted.

COMMUNITY VIOLENCE 

A pattern or singular event involving one person trying to use force to dominate another person
that they have an intimate relationship with.
1 in 5 youth will witness physical domestic violence by the time they are 17 years old.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Any form of abuse or neglect that a child or adult experiences from a family member. 
…children exposed to violence or aggression from their parents may grow to exhibit signs of
antisocial behavior, criminal tendencies, drug or alcohol abuse, and mental health issues such as
depression or anxiety.

FAMILY VIOLENCE

How would you define violence?
Does the experience violence have the be physical?
How does violence in the community affect our daily lives and our mental health?
Can you share a personal experience or observation of violence in the community?
What impact does violence within the family have on its members, especially children?
How can families break cycles of violence that pass from one generation to the next?
How does domestic violence affect relationships and the broader community?
What support can be offered to someone experiencing domestic violence?
How are community, family, and domestic violence connected?
Can efforts to reduce one type of violence help lessen others? How so?
Have you ever changed a behavior or viewpoint after learning more about violence? Can you
share that experience?
How has violence impacted your life?
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https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/communityviolence/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/communityviolence/index.html
https://blueshieldcafoundation.org/publications/report-life-course-framework-for-preventing-domestic-violence
https://onlinemasters.ohio.edu/blog/family-violence/
https://onlinemasters.ohio.edu/blog/family-violence/
https://onlinemasters.ohio.edu/blog/family-violence/


ANTI-VIOLENCE VENTURES READING LIST

This is a non-exhaustive list of books that have connections
to various topics of violence. They vary from youth reading,

to young adult and have fiction and non-fiction options.
There is no order in how the books can be read.

These readings can be added into existing
media/book/reading clubs, or new incentives for groups to
encourage reading related to Anti-Violence Venture topics.

Other books may be added as the come.
Discussions and conversations should be held after reading

to connect DV/CV/FV definitions to the readings. 

Nickel Boys - Coleson Whitehead (Adult Fiction) 
Letters to the Sons of Society: A Father’s Invitation to Love, Honesty, and Freedom - Shaka
Senghor (Adult Non-Fiction) 
Where Tomorrows Aren’t Promised: A Memoir - Carmelo Anthony (Adult Non-Fiction) 
Chasing Me to My Grave: An Artists Memoir of the Jim Crow South - Winfred Rembert
(Adult Non-Fiction) 
Black Was the Ink - Michelle Coles (Teen Fiction) 
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